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The Anna+Anton Olson Legacy Foundation
seeks to enhance resiliency among
nonprofits in eastern Williamson County

@ BY NICOLELESSIN

TAYLOR — In sprng 2023, when Larry looks me in the eve, and he says,
Diana Phillips first pitched an idea to ‘Dhana ... I love what vou are doing, 1
fund an assessment to idently community  love Taylor, and 1 am going to give you
necds in Taylor to Larry Olson, the $10,000.™
founder of The Anna+Anton (son Thus began a partnership that has
Legacy Foundation, she was blown away subscquently resulted in a treasure trove
by his generous response. of data in Taylor on gaps in community

“We had coffee, and I was going access o clald care, numtious food,
to ask ham for $5,000," said Phallips, housing, mental-health services and more
the president of the Greater Taylor — just as eastern Wilhamson County
Foundation. “But halfway through my braces for exponential growth, Phallips

presentation and my spiel for unding, said,



“Larry was onc of the irst funders
for the needs assessment,” Phallips saad.
“(Since then) muluple foundations have
come together to fund that first phase of
the imtatve... and 1t was really important
because Taylor is different from the rest
of the county, and we didn’t have any
local data — and that data has become
golden.”

Though he grew up in San Antomo
and hves in Georgetown, Olson, an
architect and former chief technology
ofhicer for Texas and Pennsylvama,
and former deputy state treasurer of
Pennsylvania, said he has strong roots that
go back generations in East Wilco.

Olson launched Anna+Anton in
2021 to honor his beloved Swedish
grandparents, Anna and Anton Olson,
two pioneenng larmers who emigrated
independently on a ship in steerage class
as teenagers i the early 19005, but who
would meet in Chicago, marry, move to
Texas, and eventually prosper on a 184-
acre farm they purchased near Taylor in
the 1930s.

*Williamson County had the largest
concentraton of Swedish settlers in
Texas.” Olson said. *That may have been
what brought them here™

Amna+Anton, which recently
completed 1ts fourth gramt cyele. has
provided about $150,000 each vear
to more than a dozen nonprofits in
Greorgetown, Hutto and Tavior, whach
allow underserved cluldren and vouth to
erow and thove. foster entreprencurship
for disadvantaged vouth and young adulis,
and promote mdependence and dignity
for semors Iiving at home — for a wotal of
more than $700,000,

OPERATIONS AND
CHANGING QUICKLY

Smee its meeption, Anna+Anton
has operated under the umbrella of
twior orgamzanons, the Chisholm Trail
Commumnes Foundatnon and the Central
Texas Community Foundation, both tax-
exempt public chanties that allow private
mdividuals such as Olson to harness
their wealth towards making a long-term
mmpact in the commumity.

“The nice thing is my foundation has
the ability to change quickh.™ Olson said.
*1 keep lookmg at ways to strengthen
what my mvestment 1s into the commumty
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and see how I ean have the best impact
through my grants.” Olson said. "And I'm
willing to change and pioneer part of that
strategy.”

Though the vast majority of
Anna+Anton grants have been to
nonprofit organizations in Georgetown,
Olson has also recently awarded 510,000
ter the Dickey Museum & Multipurpose
Center to launch a series of workshops tor
disadvantaged students from Tavlor High
School begmmng this month, as well as
a grant to the Hutto Resource Center to
upgrade 1ts aging heanng, ventlaton and
atr=condition system in the food pantry:

Olsomn said he 1s hoping to get more
grant applications from nonprofi
erganizations m the Tayvlor and Hutte
arca.

“I have a really speaal kind of focus
on Tavlor” Olson said., T have three
commumties. but as a ntle kad I would
stay summers with my grandma and
grandpa out on the farm outside of
Tavlor. T have s0 many memories of being
with them, And one of them is being in
the Howard Theatre wath grandma and

grandpa and walking around with them

on the Fourth of July in Murphy Park.™

ANENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT

Olsomn sard his hardworking
grandparents istlled in him a love
of his Swedish hentage, as well as an
entreprencunal spint, which served him
well during his career and led him o work
in Sweden as an architeet, and hold many
leadership positions in finance as well in
the public secton

“My grandpa was bigger than hife o
mie, and also my grandma,” Olson said.
*They would tell me about Sweden m the
evenings, and it just got me indoctinated.
In elementary schoal, amy repornt 1 had
to write, somehow 1t had 1o do wath
Sweden.”™

Olsom sad his dad. Ed Olson, who
grew up speaking Swedish and ived on
the farm near Tavlor, was a graduate of
Tavlor High in 19355,

Despite many challenges s
grandparents faced, including losing
a portion ol a farm they purchased
Crystal City, Olson said he remembers
always seeing them working and focused
on getting ahead.

“I have a distinct memory of grandpa
out on his tractor, and every day my
grandma would be at the radio, nglt
before noon, writing down corn prices and
all the stocks because grandpa was starting
te et inito stocks, and they didn’t have
laptops.” Olson sad,



Larry Olson presents a check June
11, 2024, to the Boys and Girls
Club of East Williamson County.
Courtesy photo
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CAN-DOSPIRIT

Today: carmymg on that can-do spirit
and traditon 15 a major focas of The
Anna+Anton Olson Legacy Foundation.

“That 1s one of the values, responding
to nonprofit needs and being willing to
change and keep moving forward,”™ Olson
szl

Though Anna+Anton mially focused
on priniding programming support for
local organmizatons, more recently the
foundation has shifted gears o helping fill
in both short-term hunding gaps and long-
term capacity building for nonprofits —to
make them more resahent, Olson sad.

“These are the type of projects that
few donors 've noticed really like to fund
because most donors bke wo hnd where
there are a lot ot kads doing things or
[eedmg semors or something hike thas, not
the back-ofhce ssues, but 1t's all so entical.™
Olson said. “So that’s why I decided, 1
don’t need the glamour: I just want o make
sure I do whatever 1 can to strengthen the
nonprofits ... To make them stronger and
more sustamable i therr commumbes.”

Damel Anstee, the arca director of the
Bovs & Girls Clubs of Central Texas, said
Boys and Girds Club of East Williamson
County recetved a three-year, 350,000
grant from Olson o merease capacity in
comundction with the Wilhlamson Counity
Institute for Nonprofit Excellence, for its
location in Taylon

“We had onlv been in operation a
vear or two,” Anstee sand. “1t was an
opportunity for us to stretch ourselves and
look at how our operation was functonimg,
rather than just sinking a certain amount
of the money mito the operations. One of
the bvproducts that Larmy was looking for
wits i strategic plan, so that has been what
we: have been workang on for the past three
years.”

Anstee sard Olson’s support has been
timely and vital.

“Any funding is enneal, especially in
this day and age,” Anstee sad, *1 can’t
speak for evervone, but coming out of
COVID, there was plenty of support for
nonprofits, but now that support 1s dryving
up, so bemg able to use money that balds
capacity within the orgamzaton brimgs
board members mto an environment
where we are able to come up with goals
and objectives on how to strengthen the
organizationr—and that 1s extremely
important.”



